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▼    Professor 
    joins the race
Associate Economics 
Professor registers as a 
candidate for mayor of 
Bowling Green. page 5
▼ Visual Voice
Multimedia, slideshows, 







President Gary Ransdell 
testifies before a House 
subcomittee today in 
response to proposed higher 
education budget cuts. 
Check wkuherald.com for 
this and other exclusive 
online stories.
A look at ways students can 
protest. page 11
    Be heard▼
The SGA holds their annual 
retreat Saturday, where 
they will conduct a lecture 
on how to lobby for higher 
education.
Gov. Steve Beshear urged university 
presidents to scrutinize operational costs 
rather than rely on 
the “easy option 
of large tuition 
increases” in his 
budget address 




the address as “most 
ominous for higher 
education.”
It was previously 
reported that a 
3 percent cut to 
higher education 
was definite, and an 
additional 12 percent 
cut was possible.
Beshear’s address 
painted a darker 
future in which, 
unless the General 
Assembly can create 
new revenue, the 12 
percent cut becomes 
reality.
“In Kentucky, 
we are dealing with 
inherited numbers 
so dire that were 
we to allow it, they 
could cast a deep, 






1, there will be a 3 
percent cut amounting 
to a $2.5 million 
reduction from 
the current fiscal year and another $2.5 million 




The largest increase in 
funding goes to health 
care for Medicaid. 
Beshear warns man-
agement of health care 
programs will undergo 
scrutiny.
JUSTICE
Beshear plans to cre-
ate a criminal task force 
to uncover the reasons 
incarceration has 
increased 600 percent 
while the crime rate has 
remained flat for 30 years 
and develop better ways 
to control costs.
TRANSPORTATION
Most of the Highway 
Contingency Fund has 
already been spent and 





strategy is limited and 
dated. Beshear requests 
$100 million for economic 
development relating to 
the federal government’s 




ments, investing in critical 
needs and allowing uni-
versities to use their own 
bonds.
RYAN W. HUNTON | Herald reporter
The green house at 700 Old Morgantown Road was planted like a tree 
without roots, like a stump without branches, like an oak without leaves.
This is the house that was part of the “Live the Dream” program.  
This was the first house makeover for the program which began four years 
ago to help low-income families work on a budget, and eventually have 
home ownership.  
The house, which used to be located on Normal Street, was donated from 
Western more than a year ago. The Housing Authority of Bowling Green 
moved it to a lot on Old Morgantown Road.
It was Danny Watts’ task to choose a good candidate to buy the house.  
The home ownership manager for the Housing Authority chose Mitchell 
Reed.  Reed will be buying the house for about $70,000 — a price reduced 
through grants and loans.
This is the house that Reed and her son, Simon, 17, will soon occupy. 
Reed has never owned a home.  





The General Assembly is looking at 
several bills designed to make postsecondary 
education more affordable for students and 
prevent vetoes of capital construction projects 
at universities.
Two bills would require a tuition freeze on 
universities.
Rep. Rick Nelson, D-Middlesboro, is 
sponsoring a bill which would freeze tuition 
until the 2009-2010 academic year.
Any tuition increase beginning in the 
2010-2011 academic year would be limited 
to the rate of inflation.
He’s also considering a bill which would 
freeze textbook prices at the wholesale price 
and wave sales tax for students.
Rep. Tanya Pullin, D-South Shore, is 
sponsoring a bill which calls for a tuition 
freeze from the spring 2009 amount through 
spring 2011.
It would also create an award to provide 
eligible students with money for the total cost 
of attending college.
Nelson said universities aren’t very 
efficient with their money.
“Parents are going to send their kids to 
school, regardless of the cost,” he said. “Most 
have to borrow the money ... and sacrifice 
themselves. If the universities would be better 
stewards, they wouldn’t have to.”
S e e  B I L L S ,  p a g e  6
S e e  C U T S ,  p a g e  6
Tuesday night, Jake Basham 
thought he heard a train. He looked 
up and saw three or four pieces 
of debris flying over the parking 
structure.
Basham, an Owensboro freshman, 
and his friends sought shelter inside 
a bathroom at Downing University 
Center before moving to the 
stairwell. 
Tuesday’s storm had wind 
gusts up to 50 mph, making it an 
especially strong storm for January, 
said Stuart Foster, climatologist and 
director of the Kentucky Climate 
Center. 
These gusts uprooted trees, 
broke windows and tore shingles off 





Bardstown junior Ria Wallace and Berea sophomore Matt Jenkins survey 
the damage caused by Tuesday’s storm. The thunderstorm, which produced 
winds of 50 mph, knocked downed trees around campus. 
S e e  S T O R M ,  p a g e  3
Storm causes fire alarm malfunction
ALTON STRUPP/HERALD
“I’m not going to look!” Mitchell Reed said to her best friend Amy as their limousine escort approaches her new 
home at 700 Old Morgantown Road. This will be the first house Reed has ever owned. She was nominated to pur-
chase the home at a reduced price through the Housing Authority of Bowling Green’s “Live the Dream” program. The 
home, originally located on Normal Street, was donated to the Housing Authority by Western.





seek to help 
higher education
But supports Western construction
Parking services increases 
meter rates to fund projects, 
curb abuse. page 10
    Time expired▼
Legislation may place freeze 
on tuition increases
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 
1 through 9 with no repeats.
Solution, tips and 
computer program at
www.sudoku.com
 riting thesis papers is not traditionally a favorite pastime 
of American college students. Imagine if English was not 
your first language. 29 year old Jen-Fu Tung said the hard-
est part of going to school in the United States is writing 
papers in English. 
Tung is one of 42 students from Taiwan who attend 
Western, according to the Office of International Programs.  He completed 
an undergraduate degree in accounting in Taiwan. After completing his 
degree, and finishing his required two years in military service, he worked 
for a company doing Java computer programming. 
He heard about Western from his friends when they told him that it has 
a good reputation and fair tuition cost. 
He knew that he could make more money and have more job offers after 
studying abroad. Tung has been at Western since October 2006, and has 
one and a half years before graduating with a degree in computer science. 
Despite the distance from Taiwan, Tung still gets to talk to his family 
fairly often, using Skype, a free program that allows users to make free 
telephone calls over the internet to other users. Besides keeping in touch 
with his family, Tung cooks a lot of his native food, but says finding spe-
cific ingredients is more difficult than in Taiwan. Steak is by far his favor-
ite American food, and just a small example of the differences between 
Taiwan and the United States. 





uDishon N. Montgomery, Louisville, was 
arrested on Jan. 27 on charges of failure to dis-
perse at the steps of Garrett Conference Center. 
He was released from the Warren County Jail on 
Jan. 27 on a $500 cash bond.
uThomasena A. Reeder, Kansas City, Mo., 
was arrested on Jan. 27 on charges of alcohol 
intoxication in a public place at Garrett. She was 
released from the Warren County Jail on time 
served.
Reports
uMorgan Cheatham, Boston, reported on Jan. 
25 unauthorized use of her VISA credit card. The 
total value of unauthorized use was $644.12.
uAshley Greene, Bemis Lawrence Hall, 
reported on Jan. 25 a theft of cash, a watch and a 
belt from her dorm room. The total value of loss 
was $409.50.
uA female student reported on Jan. 25 sexual 
abuse. She was walking down Center Street to 
her vehicle parked in the Center Street lot when 
an unidentified male ran up behind her and 
groped her.  
uMichael Stunson, Newburgh, Ind., reported 
on Jan. 25 a theft of electronic equipment and a 
parking pass from his vehicle in the Creason lot.
Crime reportst
“If it’s news, features and sports you’re look-
ing for, you’ve come to the right place.”   
=HERALD=




Due to a Herald error, the headline “Regents 
make reductions” on the front page was mislead-
ing.
As stated in the story, the Board of Regents 
made no budget reductions at their Jan. 25 meet-
ing. They discussed them. 
The Herald regrets the error.
uDue to a Herald error, Herald reporter Neil 
Siders name was misspelled on page 6.
uDue to a Herald error, photo editor Libby 
Isenhower’s name was misspelled on page 4.
The Herald regrets the errors.
The College Heights Herald corrects all con-
firmed errors that are brought to reporters’ or 
editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-




C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
The university’s insurance 
will cover any damages done to 
the buildings, but the cost of the 
trees will be absorbed. 
An estimate of the damages 
campus have not yet been deter-
mined.
During the storm, a downed 
telephone wire triggered a fire 
alarm in DUC, said Capt. Donnie 
Fry of the Bowling Green Fire 
Department.
Students and employees in 
DUC thought it was a tornado 
alarm and hurried into the 
stairwells.
“I was thinking ‘Oh snap, 
we’ve got a tornado. Where is 
the safest place for me to be?’” 
said Christy Beyke, a freshman 
from Franklin, Tenn., who was 
in DUC at the time of alarm.  
Once staff realized it was a fire 
alarm, students were instructed to 
evacuate the building.
After police searched the 
building and determined there 
was no fire, they instructed 
students to go inside and wait out 
the storm, Campus Police Chief 
Robert Deane said.
The downed telephone wire 
which triggered the alarm was 
only part of the damage the 
storm caused.
A large maple in front of 
DUC was uprooted, and must 
be removed. Also in front of 
DUC, two other maples were 
damaged and will be removed, 
said Greg Fear of facilities 
management. 
The tops of trees in front of 
Bates-Runner Hall were taken off, 
he said.
Shingles were torn off of 
the roofs of McLean, Bates-
Runner and Van Meter halls, said 
Charles Harrison of facilities 
managment. 
Windows on the third and 
fifth floors of Grise Hall were 
broken. The metal on a door at 
Cherry Hall was also broken, 
and will have to be replaced, he 
said. 
The storm also slightly 
damaged the radio equipment 
on the roof of the Academic 
Complex. 
 
Reach the reporters                           
at news@chherald.com.
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Storm
Police are debunking 
rumors surrounding the death 
of William “Bruce” Dugas as 
they continue to circulate in the 
Bowling Green area, Kentucky 
State Police Trooper Todd 
Holder said.
Dugas, the stepfather of 
Lucas B. Goodrum, the man 
who had been acquitted of the 
2003 murder of Pellville fresh-
man Melissa “Katie” Autry, 
was found burned to death in 
his car on Friday night at the 29 
mile-marker southbound rest 
area on I-65.
Police are still investigating 
whether Dugas’ death was an 
accident and haven’t ruled out 
foul play, Holder said. No sus-
pects have been identified.
“There are times when some 
media have thrown out theories 
that aids our investigation,” 
Holder said of other cases.
 None of rumors he has 
heard in the Dugas case have 
helped with the investigation.
Holder said when a report is 
released, it will show that the 
cause of the fire “is as simple 
as pie.”
Holder said despite the 
rumor, there were no bullet 
holes in the car. 
The investigation is 85 to 90 
percent complete, he said. 
He declined 
to comment 
on the cause 
of the fire or 
whether or not 
an accelerant 
was used due 
to the ongoing 
investigation.
P o l i c e 
know why 
Dugas was in 
the Bowling 
Green area,  and are trying to 
reconstruct the hours between 
3 p.m. and 11 p.m. when Dugas 
died.
Holder declined to elabo-
rate.
Witnesses at the scene were 
interviewed by KSP.
“They told us stuff that’s 
consistent with a vehicle fire,” 
Holder said.
The burned car, being exam-
ined by KSP and arson investi-
gators, is impounded in the 
KSP lot on Nashville Road.
Randy Harston, owner of a 
body shop in Scottsville, said 
he knew Dugas 
for 25 years. 
“He was a 
good, common 
guy from a good 
family,” he said. 
“There wasn’t a 
bad bone in his 
body.”
Dugas was 




Dugas’ wife Donna Dugas 
is living in Texas and has spo-
ken with KSP investigators.  
 
Reach Larry Rowell                  
at news@chherald.com.
Police say rumors haven’t aided 




“He was a good, 
common guy from a 
good family. There 
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The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters and 
commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are 
a few guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
   250 words, and commentaries 
   should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
   don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and 
   commentaries MUST include 
   your name, phone number,
   home town and classification 
   or title.
4. Letters may not run in every 
   edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right 
   to edit all letters for style, 
   grammar, length and clarity. 
   The Herald does NOT print 
   libelous submissions.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those 
of Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
It's a privilege





Tuesday night’s storm. 
Several trees around 
campus were knocked 
down.
TOPS to President 
Gary Ransdell for con-
tinually fighting for the 
students over the state 
budget cuts.
BOTTOMS to walk-
ing around in wet jeans 
all day when all the 
other girls had cute rain 
boots.
TOPS to the 50 degree 
weather we had the 
other day. It was nice to 
not have to wear three 
layers
A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
Concealed carry: Perfect scores paint scary picture
BOTTOMS to the 
department heads only 
doing this when fund-
ing is short and tuition 
revenue is needed.
TOPS to depart-
mental heads trying to 
persuade students to 
re-enroll at western. A 
mind is a terrible thing 
to waste.
TOPS to the Lady Top-
pers 11-game winning 
streak.
I own a handgun, and I’m in the 
process of getting a concealed carry 
permit. Over the break, I took the 
written exam and the shooting test on 
the firing range. I made a 100 percent 
on both. Since then, I’ve often asked 
myself, why? Was it really because I’m 
some super citizen or a perfect shot? 
Truth be known, I was troubled at how 
easy it was to pass the tests authoriz-
ing me to carry the awesome burden 
of responsibility that goes along with 
a concealed carry permit – the permit 
that allows me to use lethal force.
I was expecting that Saturday 
course to be an all-day affair. At 9 a.m. 
I checked into the sheriff’s depart-
ment, registered my firearm and began 
watching a video. The instructor told 
us the words in red were on the test, 
so I took notes. The video explained 
the different types of firearms and the 
different tiers of felonies that could be 
committed with a firearm. The Power 
Point presentation that followed was 
similar – the answers were in red. The 
training took about an hour, and the 
test took 15 minutes. I was the first 
one done, and had even checked my 
answers three times.
“Mr. Nolen,” the instructor said.
“Yes sir.”
“Mr. Nolen, what are the three parts 
of a handgun?”
I knew the answer, but I checked my 
notes just in case. We were allowed to 
use them for the test.
“Barrel, action and frame,” I said.
The instructor asked me to change 
my answer. Evidently, I had misread 
the question.  
At the firing range, we had to fire 
25 rounds at a paper silhouette of a 
man. At 75 feet, we fired one round, 
one round at 45 feet, five rounds at 
25 feet, six rounds at 15 feet and 12 
rounds at seven feet.   
The center of the target had a circle 
with an “X” in it.  I had tried to trim it out 
of the silhouette, but I missed a couple of 
times.  I had five holes in rings outside 
of the one with the “X” in it.  One was 
in the seven-point ring, two in the eight-
point ring and four in the nine. I was 
frustrated. I had worked so hard to make 
a good score. To my surprise, the instruc-
tor scribbled a score of 100 at the top of 
my paper. The man to my left received 
a 72, and he had completely missed the 
silhouette the first seven times. It turned 
out the rings and numbers didn’t mean 
anything. As long as the bullet hit the 
silhouette, it counted.
At 12:20 p.m., I left the sheriff’s 
department with a piece of paper stat-
ing that I had passed the course. After 
a background check and a little more 
money, I’ll be allowed to carry a 
handgun throughout Tennessee and 
other states that recognize my permit, 
including Kentucky.
When the card arrives in the mail, 
will I start packing? Right now, I’ll 
strap one on when I go hunting. That’s 
just about it. But what I worry about is 
the man to my left. He couldn’t shoot, 
but yet, he passed. I wonder how many 
others are out there that are licensed 
to pack, but can’t place a bullet where 
they want it?  
Today, some believe I should be 
able to bring my weapon on campus, 
or be able to leave it in my vehicle. I’m 
an avid hunter and spend many hours in 
the fields and forests, but that’s where 
my firearms belong, not on campus. 
A bullet is not like pepper spray. It 
doesn’t drift away into the atmosphere a 
few feet from where it was discharged. 
Instead, a bullet can travel more than a 
mile before it’s harmless. During that 
journey, there are many things that can 
stop it, even an innocent person caught 
in the crossfire.  
It’s inevitable. If firearms are 
allowed on campus, there will be many 
like the man on my left who will be 
packing. With the cost of ammuni-
tion rising every day, it will become 
harder and harder to afford to prac-
tice with that Saturday night special. 
That’s what scares me the most – not 
the possibility of a deranged individual 
choosing to take my life. A concealed 
carry permit isn’t going to prevent that 
from happening anyway. I like our 
campus, and I feel safe at Western. I 
even enjoy bumming a pencil or pen 
from someone in class occasionally. 
But I don’t want to ever see the day 
when I feel the need to bum bullets 
from the man on my left.
Sen. John Edwards and Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
announced yesterday that they are no longer 
seeking the presidency. These announcements 
are another step in narrowing the presiden-
tial contenders. At this point the race, it is 
pretty much between Sen. Hillary Clinton, 
Sen. Barrack Obama, Gov. Mitt Romney and 
Sen. John McCain. With the pool of candi-
dates dwindling, the importance of the Super 
Tuesday primary election is becoming greater 
and greater.
 
One of the major problems with our generation 
is a sense of apathy toward the American political 
system. And for the most part, we can understand 
that. In today’s elections a good turnout consists 
60 percent of voters casting their ballot. And who 
can blame them? Seriously, the Electoral College 
seems more than just a little messed up, and even 
after the 2000 election, many voters still believe 
that their voices don’t matter.
But this is a different kind of election. If 
you listen to the rhetoric, the politicians’ catch 
phrases, there is an unmistakable sense of opti-
mism. “Fired up, ready to go,” “ready for change, 
ready to lead.”  The political atmosphere is a 
little different from 2004. The rhetoric from the 
Republican Party was one of staying the course 
and not changing horses in mid-stream. But even 
the Republicans are looking forward to a switch. 
For example Romney’s campaign signs have 
“Change begins with us.”
The point is that politicians are listening. A 
large part of Americans are discontent with the 
course the federal government has taken and 
they made it clear when the balance of power 
shifted in congress during last year’s mid-term 
elections. 
There hasn’t been a time that our generation 
has seen such important issues as a failing econ-
omy and the war in Iraq at the forefront of politi-
cal debate, and students who have the privilege 
of voting on Super Tuesday need to grasp this 
opportunity. If you live in Tennessee make the 
drive back home. If you’re from in Illinois, fill 
out your absentee ballot. Picking our next leader 
is not a small task that the founding fathers have 
charged us with.
And while we are talking about the issue of 
Super Tuesday and votes counting, maybe we 
should examine why Kentucky ties with Oregon 
as the fourth last state to vote in the primary. 
Only South Dakota, Puerto Rico and Montana 
vote after we do. Even Guam votes before us. 
Kentuckians should be outraged that their voices 
are not adequately heard in narrowing the list 
of contenders for president. By the time we get 
a chance to cast our votes, the front-runners are 
pretty securely picked.
So for students lucky enough to hold resi-
dency in a state that votes during Super Tuesday, 
take advantage of it. Don’t let your halo addic-
tion or your empty wallets keep you from mak-
ing your voices heard.
This editorial represents the majority opinion 





Professor Brian Strow 
announced on Monday he 
will run for mayor of Bowling 
Green.
Strow cites his role as a city 
commissioner as his core quali-
fication, focusing on the exper-
tise in finance he brings to the 
commission.
If elected mayor, he said he 
will concentrate on infrastruc-
ture by funding sidewalk pro-
grams and road projects.
“I believe I have a record 
of focusing on roads and side-
walks more than the current 
administration,” Strow said. 
“For being a progressive town, 
it’s not a pedestrian-friendly 
place.”
 Infrastructure was the issue 
he ran on when he first became 
city commissioner, he said.
He also said that he wants to 
continue being fiscally respon-
sible by maintaining his com-
mitment to low taxes. As a 
commissioner, he wrote legisla-
tion to lower occupational taxes 
and wanted to lower the gas 
franchise tax.  
Strow has been a professor at 
Western since 1999, and is now 
in his second term as a commis-
sioner.
Bill Davis, chairman of the 
economics department, said that 
Strow is a very strong member 
of the faculty.
Davis said that Strow is 
especially interested in eco-
nomic development, which 
coincides well with his politi-
cal interests.
He said that economic stu-
dents would benefit greatly 
from Strow being the mayor.
“They would have the oppor-
tunity to observe firsthand how 
a professional economist can 
contribute to a city’s function-
ing,” Davis said.   
Strow and his wife, Claudia 
Strow, who is also a Western 
economics professor, have three 
children less than 5 years old.
“That’s the biggest chal-
lenge,” Strow said. “Balancing 
two jobs and a family.”
But Strow said he has suc-
cessfully held two jobs in the 
past and would continue to teach 
at Western if elected mayor.
“I believe that I can inspire 
young people at the university 
and here in town to take an 
active role in politics,” Strow 
said.
He said he hopes for a good 
turnout of college students at 
the election, allowing students 
to become politically active 
who haven’t in the past.
“There aren’t so many votes 
that Western couldn’t turn the 
election one way or the other,” 
he said.
At 33, Strow said that if 
he were elected, he would be 
the youngest mayor in Bowling 
Green’s history.
Mayor Elaine Walker, one 
of Strow’s opponents, said she 
thinks voters 
will recognize a 
clear difference 
between her and 
Strow.
“He has every 
right to run, 
but I feel very 
strong about 





between her and Strow is their 
approach to finances. 
Walker said that she believes 
in a more moderate approach 
than Strow and wants to protect 
the city finances by not having 
burdensome taxes.
Strow said that he sees two 
main differences between him 
and Walker. The first is how 
much to tax —  he said he 
wants taxes to 
be lower than 
the mayor. 
The second, 
he said, is what to 






Since there are 
three candi-
dates, a primary 
will be held on May 20 to 
narrow the field down to two 
people. 
Reach Laurel Wilson 
at news@chherald.com.
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Bowling Green City Commissioner Brian Strow, who is also an associate professor of economics, 
announced Monday that he will be running for mayor of Bowling Green in the May primary. If elected, 
Strow would continue to teach economics while serving as mayor. “Everyone has to have an alter 
ego,” Strow said.  
“I believe that I can 
inspire young people 
at the university and 
here in town to take 




Teach-in to focus 
on climate change
Classrooms at Western 
and around the country today 
will be filled with environ-
mental discussion, as part of 
the Global Climate Change 
National Teach-In.
Sponsors at Western are the 
Political Engagement Project 
(PEP) and the GreenToppers.
The teach-in is a product 
of the Focus the Nation orga-
nization, an environmental 
awareness group.
It aims to involve thou-
sands of students and citizens 
today in schools and organiza-
tions across the United States 
in discussions on climate 
change, according to Focus 
the Nation’s Web site.
Some Western faculty will 
open their classrooms to the 
public while they discuss cli-
mate change in the context of 
their fields. 
PEP and teach-in coordina-
tor Saundra Ardrey will discuss 
“The Fight for Environmental 
Justice” in her African American 
Experience class. 
Ardrey said organizers are 
hoping to increase involve-
ment by asking faculty to give 
extra credit to students for 
attending.
“This is an opportunity 
to give students facts about 
global climate change and 
its impact on every aspect of 
their everyday lives,” Ardrey 
said.
Chris Antonsen, a folk 
studies assistant professor, 
will hold the last session at 7 
p.m. in the fine arts center.
There, he’ll present 
“The Climate Crisis: Global 
Climate Change and a Cultural 
Movement,” the slideshow 
made famous by former vice 
president Al Gore.
Some other events through-
out the day include tours of 
the WKU Central Steam plant 
and a presentation about solar 
energy at the ALIVE Center. 
The Teach-In has an 
ideal structure for reaching 
many students at once, said 
GreenToppers President Sara 
Ferguson.
“Every college on this cam-
pus has something to do with 
climate change,” Ferguson 
said.
The Teach-In also includes 
a petition for President 
Gary Ransdell to sign the 
American College and 
University Presidents Climate 
Commitment, which calls for 
greater environmental concern 
on campus.
Ferguson said the goal is to 
show him now that hundreds 
of students want him to sign. 
A complete schedule of 
events can be found at www.
wku.edu/green/focus/.






“American Dream” art 
exhibit by Anita Jung, all 
day, Fine Arts Center, sec-
ond floor gallery 
Petition to reduce 
Western’s global warming 
emission, all week, online 
at www.ipetitions.com/peti-
tion/wku/
The Climate Crisis: Global 
Climate Change and a 
Cultural Movement power-
point presentation, 7-8:30 
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Chief Financial Officer 
Ann Mead said it appears 
Beshear is recommending an 
additional cut of 11.4 percent, 
excluding state-supported debt 
on existing bonds, which totals 
about $9.4 million.
Beshear’s budget address 
is a recommendation to the 
General Assembly, which must 
approve a balanced budget by 
the end of March, Ransdell 
said.
“All the presidents will go 
immediately to the House to 
persuade them to create new 
revenue,” he said.
He and the other college 
and university presidents 
participated in a conference 
call Wednesday to prepare to 
address a budget subcommittee 
of the House today in 
Frankfort.
“It’s a pretty grave situation, 
but we know now that we 
have to work with the General 
Assembly to find new sources 
of revenue,” Ransdell said. 
Beshear began his 
breakdown of the budget cuts 
by recommending sparing K-
12 education from any cut.
“I fully recognize that 
protecting the education 
of our children by sparing 
SEEK from cuts has serious 
consequences elsewhere, 
since it represents 33 percent 
of the General Fund, but it’s 
the right choice,” Beshear 
said.
The SEEK program, 
Support Education Excellence 
in Kentucky, gives money 
to local school districts, 
according to the Department 
of Education Web site.
Exempting K-12 from the 
budget cut when it uses a 
significant portion of general 
funds, means a much larger 
portion of the cut falling on 
another department, Mead 
said. 
In this case, higher education 
picks up the slack.
“These are times that try 
men’s souls,” Mead said. 
“You’re talking about the 
future of the Commonwealth.”
Although Beshear didn’t say 
how much he suggests cutting 
from postsecondary education, 
he recommended several areas 
of increased spending.
Among programs Beshear 
recommended funding were 
the Kentucky National Guard 
tuition award program, a $60 
million bond authorization for 
Bucks for Brains, restoration 
and funding of all previous 
vetoed bond projects and 
authorization of all agency 
bond projects requested by the 
universities for this biennium.
Beshear also recommended 
going forward on nine 
construction projects that 
Ransdell said are important 
to Western as well as allotting 
future resources to relieve the 
cuts on postsecondary.
“That will help us in the 
future,” he said. “That was a 
good thing, but didn’t affect 
specific things in the coming 
biennium.”
He suggested it would be 
up to the General Assembly 
to locate these new sources 
and ended the budget address 
asking for a vote to allow 
casinos into Kentucky.
“No matter what the source 
of revenue, it’s better than the 
kind of actions that we would 




President Gary Ransdell said 
a tuition freeze wouldn’t help 
education institutions with the 
budget crisis.
“Can you imagine in the 
spectre of dramatic budget cuts 
also having a freeze in tuition?” 
he said. “We’d have to reduce 
enrollment dramatically and 
reduce faculty and staff.”
Nelson is also sponsoring 
a bill that would increase 
the Kentucky Educational 
Excellence Scholarship base and 
supplemental award amounts by 
100 percent with stricter grade 
requirements in the 2008-2009 
academic year.
Rep. Carl Rollins, D-
Midway, is sponsoring a similar 
bill that would double KEES 
award amounts in two increases 
by the 2014-2015 academic 
year.
In 2006, Gov. 
Ernie Fletcher 
vetoed $38 
million in agency 
bond projects, 
or projects that 
Western uses its 
own resources to 
pay for.
A bill that 
would prevent 
vetoes of certain 
projects, House Bill 111, passed 
without dissent in the House 
Appropriations and Revenue 
Committee on Jan. 15.
The bill allows universities to 
issue their own bonds and pay 
for projects using their own 
money, said Rep. Bob Damron, 
D-Nicholasville, who authored the 
bill.
Any university debt wouldn’t 
count toward state debt, which 
would help prevent vetoed 
projects, Damron said.
Ransdell said the bill would 
allow Western to be more 
autonomous with its money.
Western has $86 million 
in agency bond projects as 
legislative priorities for the 
2008 General Assembly.
Some agency bond projects 
include the renovation of Van 
Meter Hall, fine arts center and 
Preston Center.
A sister bill to HB 111 also 
passed without dissent in the 
committee.
HB 177, also authored 
by Damron, would allow 
universities to use their own 
cash without going through the 
legislative process.
Cash-funded projects would 
still be subject to approval by the 
governing board, the Council on 
Postsecondary Education, and 
other restrictions.
The bills passed in the House 
and were received by the Senate 
Jan. 28.
In the past, Fletcher 
opposed HB 111 because he 
was concerned that universities 
could go into too much debt 
if the state didn’t 
review their projects, 
Damron said.
Damron said the 
bill is a compromise 
because the General 
Assembly still 
approves the projects, 
but they wouldn’t 
be part of the state 
budget.
In his address 
Tuesday night, Gov. Steve 
Beshear announced to the 
assembly his support of restoring 
vetoed projects and authorizing 
all agency bond projects 
requested by the universities for 
this biennium.
“By authorizing all such 
requested projects, the 
universities will have the 
flexibility they need to choose 
the one most important to 
them,” he said.
Reach Michelle Day 
at news@chherald.com.
Western is reviewing can-
didates for a new position: the 
director of judicial affairs. 
The position will handle vio-
lations of student codes and uni-
versity policies outside of the 
dorms. This includes educating 
students and faculty about the 
judicial process in the student 
handbook.
The judicial affairs officer 
will oversee the university dis-
ciplinary committee, which is 
















“We’ve received tons of 
applications,” Pride said, “and 
we reduced it down to three 
finalists.”
Monday, the Director 
of Judicial Affairs Search 
Committee held a campus 
forum in Potter Hall to inter-
view Laura Sosh-Lightsy, the 
first of three candidates for the 
position.
Sosh-Lightsy is present-
ly director of judicial affairs 
at Middle Tennessee State 
University. She also worked at 
Texas A&M University which 
has an enrollment of almost 
50,000. MTSU has more than 
20,000 students.
“Western is just the right 
size,” said Sosh-Lightsy.
Sosh-Lightsy was inter-
viewed by Howard Bailey, asso-
ciate vice president of student 
affairs and development; Gene 
Tice, vice president of student 
affairs and campus services; 
and Brian Kuster, director of 
Housing and Residence Life 
before the search committee. 
They will also interview 
two other candidates: Michael 
Crowe, associate director of 
residence life at Vanderbilt 
University and Jamie Pontius-
Hogan, associate director of 
student judicial affairs at the 
University of Tennessee. 
Crowe’s interview will be at 
2:30 p.m. on Thursday. Pontius-
Hogan’s inter-
view will be at 1 
p.m. on Monday.
Pride is head 
of the search 
committee.  The 
six members of 
the committee 
fill out surveys, 
judging each can-
didate. After the 
forum, they turn 
them into Bailey, 
who makes the 
final decision.
Sosh-Lightsy graduated from 
Western in 1995 and again as a 
graduate student in 1999.
“I believe Western to be my 
home,” she said. “Once you go 
to other schools, you realize that 
you love Western.”
She said she wanted to build 
a relationship with students so 
that when problems arise they 
can work together.
She also said there are 
more medicated students in the 
schools and the schools have to 
accommodate.
“The schools can try to get 
rid of the student or help.”
Sosh-Lightsy said judicial 
affairs is at a point where legal 
precedents dictate practice.  
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Bills
Judicial affairs director 
interviews commence
“I believe 
Western to be 
my home.”
— Laura Sosh-Lightsy
director of judicial affairs 
candidate
“Can you imagine 
in the spectre of 
dramatic budget 





“Try it with coffee and a recliner... mmm.”
The Student Government Association intro-
duced new legislation involving humanitarian 
aid to poverty stricken countries at its first 
meeting Jan. 29. The legislation, written by 
Senators Matt Vaughan and Doug Tate, asked 
for senate recognition of Western as a ONE 
Campus. 
“ONE, The Campaign to Make Poverty 
History, is a new effort by Americans to rally 
Americans–ONE by ONE–to fight the emer-
gency of global AIDS and extreme poverty 
and is also a pact directing additional resourc-
es for basic needs,” stated the bill. 
The bill stated, “Becoming a Campus of 
ONE will help Western Kentucky to recognize 
its goal of becoming a leading American uni-
versity with international reach.” 
The SGA also released a detailed schedule 
of this semester’s events. Events scheduled for 
this year include Saturday’s SGA retreat, the 
SGA rally for higher education in Frankfort, 
on Feb. 20, and Listen Up Legislators, on Feb. 
14. 
Also on this year’s agenda, scheduled for 
later in the semester, is Greek Week April 20-
27 and the annual SGA banquet on April 29. 
The SGA also delivered this semester’s 
opening Seconds, a handout given to members, 
where Executive Vice President Johnathon 
Boles asked the entire SGA to look to the pre-
amble of the SGA Constitution.
“There you will find our purpose — to 
serve the student body equally,” Boles stated 
in the handout.   
Reach Neil Siders
at news@chherald.com.
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      Nikki Robins
      Greg Roy
      Chelsey Shelton
      Annie St. Clair
      Emily Trabue
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“It’s a dream come true,” she 
said.  “Everyone wants to be a 
homeowner.”
Reed has been in the home 
ownership program for five 
years and went out of her way 
to maintain good credit, Watts 
said.
This 1,800-square-foot house 
is for only two people. At first, 
she told Abraham Williams, 
Housing Authority executive 
director, that it was too big.
“I’m not materialistic,” she 
said.  “I value my family and 
my friends.”
But after Williams and 
Shannon Sales, family self-
sufficiency coordinator of the 
Housing Authority, drove Reed 
in a limousine to see the house, 
she was ecstatic.
“Now I will have more room 
to have friends over,” she said.
The house is already equipped 
with furniture and decorations.  
It’s different from what she’s 
used to — an electric fire place, 
three bedrooms, a side door, a 
laundry room, a dining room with 
a mural of an Italian village.  
Reed said she plans to 
change some things, but she is 
conscious of the intentions of 
the Housing Authority.
“After someone gives you 
a house, you don’t complain 
about it,” she said.
Reed lives with her son in a 
small apartment with tile floors 
and cinderblock walls.  
A lot of her possessions are 
in boxes now. Many will be 
sold to friends or thrown away. 
Simon has gone out with his 
friends.
Reed said Simon is happy 
about the move, though he hard-
ly shows it.
“He’ll be able to have his 
friends over for video game 
tournaments,” she said.  “Play 
all night, sleep ‘til noon.”
He’s a senior at Bowling 
Green High School. He draws 
cartoons for animation.  
She holds his sketchbook 




drawing as a baby,” 
she said. “Artists 
have asked if he’s 
had any formal 
training, but he is 
self-taught.”
Reed said she 
likes to make things 
too: knitted pot 
holders, stamping 
cards, tie-dye t-shirts.
She said she is self-taught in 
lipreading and positivity.
She raised Simon on her 
own.
“I’ve told him I’m sorry I 
didn’t pick him a better daddy,” 
she said.
Reed is partially blind, with 
tunnel vision, and is hard of 
hearing.  
She dreams of someday start-
ing a small business.
“I plan on doing something, 
I just don’t know 
what,” she said.
Maybe a shop for 
blind and deaf peo-
ple.  Braille t-shirts, 
talking thermostats, 
walking canes and 
hearing aids. 
In 2001, she 
graduated from 
Western with a 
degree in paralegal 
and general studies. 
The late Philip Huddleston 
promised her a job at his law 
firm when she graduated. 
She was hired shortly before 
Huddleston died. She left the 
firm shortly after.
She has worked with the 
Housing Authority for almost 
12 years. She said the people 
there are like family to her.
Richard Reker, assistant 
modernization coordinator for 
the Housing Authority and proj-
ect overseer, said he talks to 
Reed every day.
“She has never had anything 
like this happen to her before,” 
Reker said.
Reker said the project has 
taught him that the community 
is willing to give and help. 
“People do care,” he said.
Reker said the next house 
makeover will come in 2009.
Reed and Simon plan to 
move into the house sometime 
this week.
“We were originally sup-
posed to move in around 
Christmas,” Reed said, “but 
there have been some weather 
delays.”
No matter.
“I have a lot of patience,” 
she said.




one gives you 






Mitchell Reed, 49, and her 17-year-old son Simon take their first steps into the newly renovated liv-
ing room of their future first home. “Oh my God ... oh my God,” Reed said as she walked from room 
to room. The Housing Authority of Bowling Green was able to offer the home at a discounted price 
to Reed through funding raised by their “Live the dream” and newly created “Bowling Green’s Very 
Own Home Makeover” programs. Numerous community groups and individuals volunteered their 




Budget woes cause 
less than half of 
applicants to be 
approved for sabbatical
Because of the uncertain-
ty of the budget, only 11 of 
the 26 faculty members who 
applied for sabbatical were 
approved.
“We were very cautious,” 
said Richard Miller, associ-
ate vice president of academic 
affairs.
Miller said that the reasons 
for holding on the other 15 
faculty members were purely 
fiscal.
When a faculty member 
goes on sabbatical, someone 
else may have to be hired in 
their place, Miller said.
They have the choice of 
going on a one-semester sab-
batical with full salary, or a 
full-year sabbatical with half 
salary.
Miller said depending on 
the outcome of the state bud-
get cuts, some of the faculty 




Shortly before Tiger 
Woods arrived in Atlanta for 
the FedEx Cup, the champi-
onship for the Professional 
Golf Association, the grass 
the professional golfer would 
putt on appeared to be dead.
Josh Pigg, a junior from 
Collinwood, Tenn., and 
the people he worked with 
through his 
i n t e r n s h i p 
at East Lake 
Golf Course, 
patched and 
r e - s o d d e d 
the greens so 
Woods and oth-
ers could play 
their game.  
The FedEx 
Cup was just 
one of many hands-on expe-
riences the turf and golf 
course management major 
has had during his studies at 
Western.  
Pigg has noticed that turf 
and golf course management 
is a growing major through 
the classes he has taken.
Students take classes on 
subjects such as basic lawn 
care, equipment management, 
the chemicals in pesticides 
and complex irrigation sys-
tems.
Pigg became interested 
in the field when his wife 
worked at a golf course. He 
worked at a lumber yard, 
but managing a golf course 
appealed to him more, so 
he decided to major in it at 
Western. 
Once he began his stud-
ies, he was surprised at how 
detailed the course work is. 
Others are also surprised at 
how detailed it is.
“Most people say ‘Your 
major is grass. That must be 
easy’,” Pigg said. 
Pigg had to take chemistry 
and math classes. The major 
also deals with soil and the 
environment. 
In the future, he hopes to 
become an assistant at a golf 
course and wants to work up 
to a superintendant job. Five 
years from now he wants a 
position in Florida.
Maceo junior Wes Mobley 













fertilizers. He didn’t expect 
it to be as hands on as it was 
and to have a lot of activities 
outside.
“It’s more in-depth than I 
thought,” Mobley said.
In the future, he hopes 
to pursue a career as a golf 
course superintendant. Before 
he can do this he must be a 
second and then first assis-
tant to the superintendant. 
This would require a lot of 
moving around to other golf 
courses.
Assistant Agriculture 
Professor Paul Woosley grew 
up farming and golfing and 
was hence drawn to the field.  
He said that jobs are all 
over the country but mostly 
popular in the areas of the 
Carolinas, Florida, California 
and major cities. 
Generally in Kentucky, 
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FACILITIES ACADEMICS
University works to 




There are now three people 
living at 513 Regents Ave., 
the new lodging for visiting 
scholars which was approved 
for purchase by the Board of 
Regents in December.
A resident assistant, a 
VISTA volunteer and a schol-
ar from Spain working with 
the modern language depart-
ment now call the Regents 
Avenue house home, said 
Larry Caillouet, coordina-
tor of the Visiting Scholars 
Program.
“It may not look big from 
the street, but the house is 
deceptively large,” he said of 
the three-bedroom home.
To replace beds lost after 
the construction of the College 
of Education and Behavioral 
Sciences building, Western 
has rented a four-bedroom 
apartment at the Registry 
Apartments and has renovat-
ed two cottages on Colonial 
Court, in addition to the 
Regents property.
Two scholars live at 
the Registry at 103 Old 
Morgantown Road. They each 
have their own bedroom and 
share a living room and kitch-
en.
“We’re kind of in a crunch,” 
Caillouet said, referring to the 
lack of housing for visiting 
scholars because of the houses 
removed during construction.
Alex Estrada, assistant 
manager of the Registry 
Apartment Complex, said that 
Western approached them 
about a month and a half ago 
in regards to housing the visit-
ing scholars.
She said that the Registry is 
more than willing to rent more 
space for visiting scholars, if 
the need arises.
Western installed new 
plumbing and wiring in the 
houses on Colonial Court, 
across from Southwest Hall. 
New insulation was also added 
the houses and the outdated 
kitchen and bathroom fixtures 
were torn out and replaced, 
Caillouet said.
“The kitchens and baths 
have been transformed from 
just short of hideous to abso-
lutely beautiful,” he said.
Workers installed central 
heating, air conditioning and 
new hot water heaters  in the 
cottages. They refinished the 
hardwood floors, added new 
carpet and installed vinyl on 
the kitchen floor.
The outside of the houses 
were also redone.
The contractor is R&B 
Builders. Caillouet said the 
renovations should cost about 
$65,000 per house and should 
be done within a week to 10 
days. After furniture is put in, 
the houses will be ready for 
use, he said.
“Without counting, I would 
say we will have had not quite 
as many visiting scholars to the 
school as last year,” Caillouet 
said. “That’s partly because of 
the disruption with the visiting 
scholars residences, but also 
due to the scholars staying lon-
ger than they did last year.”
Caillouet said he thinks the 
scholars will be pleased with 
their new houses
The duration of the visiting 
scholars’ stays vary.
Scholars sometimes stay 
in for as short a time as two 
weeks, but no longer than six 
months, he said.
Caillouet said providing 
housing for the scholars is a 
big priority.
“No landlord wants to rent 
to them for a month,” he said. 
513 Regents Ave. is 
reserved for male scholars, 
while women stay at 501 
Regents Ave.
Preparation for the house is 
disruptive for them in the short 
term, Caillouet said.
“But it’s exciting for the 
program,” he said
Cao Jie, or Jenny for short, is 
a visiting scholar from China.  
Cao is working with the 
department of Physical 
Education and Recreation. 
Cao stays at 501 Regents 
Ave., which has three bed-
rooms.
The house on Regents is 
extremely convenient, Cao 
said.
“It is very cute,” she said, 
laughing.
Cao said that she has stayed 
in the same house since she 
arrived at Western four months 
ago.
“It has sunshine and a desk,” 
Cao said of her bedroom.




“Most people say 
‘Your major is 
grass. That must  
be easy’.”
— Josh Pigg
 Collinwood, Tenn. junior
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In the spring of 1999, 
Candace Bean started school at 
Western. 
Not long after that, she met 
a guy.
Bean, now 28, left school a 
few years later with about 66 
credit hours and a husband.
Soon after, she had a daugh-
ter. She said she tried to go back 
to school, but she was in over her 
head with school, a full-time job 
and a family to take care of.
But Bean recently decided 
she wanted to come back to 
Western and finish her educa-
tion, with the help of the WKU 
Finish program.
WKU Finish is Western’s 
take on the Council on 
Postsecondary Education’s pro-
gram, Project Graduate.
Project Graduate is aimed at 
students who left college with 
90 or more credit hours and are 
interested in returning to school 
to get their degrees. 
WKU Finish doesn’t have an 
hour requirement.
The program focuses on 
reaching more potential return-
ees and has a new coordinator, 
Mona Menking.
Menking is special assis-
tant to Dean Kahler, associ-
ate vice president of academic 
affairs. Her husband is Cornell 
Menking, the new chief interna-
tional officer.
Menking has her undergrad-
uate degree in business admin-
istration from the University of 
New Mexico. Before coming 
to Western, she was special a 
assistant to the president of the 
Universidad de San Francisco 
Quito in Ecuador.
Menking said the school was 
run on an American system, but it 
was much smaller than Western.
There are nine students 
enrolled in WKU Finish, with 
one set to graduate in May, 
Kahler said.
Western wants financial 
aid and scholarship opportuni-
ties for WKU Finish students, 
such as those available to other 
Western students, Kahler said.
To work with their busy 
schedules, WKU Finish stu-
dents have the option of tak-
ing classes online through the 
Division of Extended Learning 
and Outreach, or DELO.
“They may be in a career where 
they can’t take classes every day 
from 8 to 4,” Kahler said.
WKU Finish will work with 
the families of the students to 
figure out what will work best 
for them, Kahler said.
Students who can get into 
the classroom instead of taking 
Web courses will be in the same 
classes as traditional students. 
No classes will be dedicated 
only to WKU Finish partici-
pants, he said. 
“Many of these students have 
been out of school for several 
years,” Kahler said. “They have 
established careers and families.”
Menking started Jan. 21 and is 
orienting herself to the program.
“My goal is to promote the 
program as much as possible 
and let as many people as I can 
know that the program is out 
there,” Menking said.
She said that WKU Finish 
has been getting three to five 
inquiries a day.
“The word’s getting out,” 
she said.
Menking said that she’s still 
getting a grasp of how things 
work at Western.
She also said the program 
is working with each applicant 
case by case.
 Bean said she knew that she 
wanted to eventually finish her 
degree.
Brooklyn, her daughter, 
started school this year.
“Now Brooklyn’s in kinder-
garten, and I thought, ‘this is a 
perfect time (to come back to 
school),’” Bean said.
Bean lives in Evanston 
County and will attend classes 
on the Glasgow campus.
She is planning on getting 
her bachelor’s degree in social 
and behavioral science and 
hopes to become an exceptional 
education teacher.
Bean said Menking has been 
extremely helpful throughout 
the entire process.
“I couldn’t ask for anything 
more,” Bean said. “I call her all 
the time. I keep worrying I’m 
bugging the crap out of her.”
Jennifer Cary, 36, graduated 
from Western in 1995 with her 
associate degree.
She said for the past 12 years, 
she  stewed over the idea of 
going back to get her bachelor’s 
degree.
Cary, a member of Chi 
Omega sorority, said that her 
friend Nancy Rice forwarded 
her an e-mail from Kahler about 




WKU Finish helps 
nontraditional students 
return to the Hill
ACADEMICS
Cary works full-time as a 
nurse. She also has a husband 
and three children, all of whom 
have several extra-curricular 
activities.
“I’ll be working around quite 
a few schedules,” she said.
Cary said that she plans to 
take classes online and on cam-
pus.
She said she hopes to gradu-
ate within the next two-and-a-
half to three years.
 
Reach Emily Ulber 
at news@chherald.com.
BRIANA SCROGGINS/HERALd
(Above) “It’s a team effort here,” 
said WKU Finish Coordinator 
Mona Menking, center.  Jessica 
Gilland, left, office coordina-
tor for Academic Affairs, and 
Alecea Jones, back, program 
and events coordinator, help 
Menking look up potential 
classes for returning student 
Jennifer Cary, 36, right. Having 
the WKU Finish program has 
made re-enrolling easier, Cary 
said. (Right) Menking moved 
from Ecuador to Bowling Green 
three weeks ago.  Since work-
ing on the WKU Finish program 
she said all former students 
need is a little nudge, and then 
they take off. 
People parking in front of Western’s meters are 
paying more for their minutes.
Before winter break, a quarter put 30 minutes 
on the parking meter. Now, meter prices have been 
increased, and a quarter only buys 15 minutes.
Meter rates were increased to increase revenue 
of the parking services department and decrease 
abuse of meter parking, said Ginny Griffin, opera-
tions manager of the department.
The expected revenue from parking meters for 
the 2007-2008 school year was $50,000. That is 
projected to fall short by about $5,000, because the 
rates weren’t increased until January, Griffin said.
Parking services intended to implement the 
increase during the summer, but daily challenges 
such as construction and traffic changes delayed 
that plan, Griffin said. The department waited until 
the break to avoid surprising students during the 
semester.  
Parking services had the approval from the 
Administrative Council to increase meter rates for 
two years.
Meters are easier to enforce than signs because 
they show time violations, Griffin said. A sign that 
designates a spot by the Environmental Science 
and Technology as having a 10-minute limit will 
be replaced with a meter. The time limit is regularly 
abused.
The department is partially university funded but 
is mostly revenue dependent. It’s responsible for 
the upkeep and creation of all campus parking lots. 
There are several projects they would like to 
complete but don’t have the money for.
  Projects include: $1.3 million for the renovation 
of Parking Structure 1, $1.5 million for maintenance 
on the Pearce-Ford Tower and Chestnut Street lots, 
$145,000 for ongoing maintenance on the lots in 
good condition, $450,000 for shuttle operations, 
and $200,000 for shuttle bus replacement, Parking 
Services Director Jennifer Tougas said.
Parking services is waiting for the state legisla-
ture to approve a $4 million bond to help pay for 
some of the projects. 
The bond will pay for the paving of the Adams 
Street gravel lot, the expansion of the University 
Boulevard lot and if money is left, the renovation 
of the Chestnut Street lot and the PFT lot, Tougas 
said.
Parking services met with President Gary 
Ransdell to discuss the financial situation, Tougas 
said.
Several things are being considered to increase 
revenue, such as placing advertisements inside 
shuttles.
The creation of the visitor lot will also raise rev-
enue, Tougas said.
Before advertisements are placed in campus 
shuttles, approval is needed from the president, said 
Gary Meszaros, director of auxiliary services. 
Parking services wants to work with students 
involved in WKU Students in Free Enterprise in 
order to develop the advertisements and place them 
in campus shuttles, Meszaros said. 
  
Reach Danielle Bullock 
at news@wkuherald.com.
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DANIELLE BULLOCK
Herald reporter
Meter rates increase to pay for parking projects, abuse
FACILITIES
& Breadsticks or Garlic
Parmesan Breadsticks
$11.99
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CAMPUS LIFE
2 WRITE LEGISLATORSWriting the legislator is one of the more well-known methods of express-ing opinions to people in power, Turner said.It’s important for students to write legislators because it allows students to let them know how they feel about educational budget cuts and other issues, said Johnathon Boles, executive vice president of the SGA. 
1 VOTE Voting is another commonly known method, Turner said. The rate of student voting is important, not only because of the bud-get, but also because the students have the same interest as the univer-sity, mainly education, Student Government Association President Jeanne Johnson said.  
3 USE THE MEDIAWriting letters or making calls to media outlets disseminates the mes-sage to a broader audience, and local media outlets are always looking for commentary to print, Turner said.  “Try to take advantage of the media, be loud and get the message across,” he said. 
Engaging the media is effective because political decisions are affected 
more when more voters become concerned about an issue, Turner said.
4 SEND MASS E-MAILSE-mail provides students with an instant connection to government officials. Students can unite into a large group and send messages to the legislators in large numbers on a given day, Turner said. The massive amount of incoming mail will overload mailboxes, and pos-sibly their servers, forcing the government to take notice of the issue in 
order to maintain use of its computer system.  
 Johnson described both methods as very feasible and said SGA would 
consider ideas. 
5 FORM A GROUP  Another method Turner suggested was forming a group dedicated to changing one issue, the budget cuts for example. “Historically speaking, groups with one agenda have been, for the most part, more effective than those that span a wide range of issues,” he said.Organizations such as the National Rifle Association have employed this 
strategy with success, he said. 
NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporter
It can be difficult for college students to impact state politics because 
most don’t vote or make donations to candidates, said Joel Turner, assistant 
political science professor. 
Secondary education gets much more attention from the public and the 
media than postsecondary education because it affects a broader group of 
people, Turner said.
There are many ways for college students to combat this problem, ranging 
from the typical methods of voting and writing legislators to more unconven-
tional methods.
Reach Neil Siders at news@chherald.com.
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Currie Martin is related 
to several familiar names in 
Western history.
He shares kinship with John 
B. Rodes and Margie Helm, 
distinguished names that grace 
buildings on campus. 
Now, as a freshman on 
Western’s men’s tennis team, 
he is trying to make a name for 
himself.
“Currie’s done nothing but 
exceeded our expectations,” 
head coach Jeff True said. 
“He’s definitely a team player, 
and we’re looking for him to be 
an impact player as well.”
Martin said that he never 
considered playing for Western 
until a distant acquaintance, 
a friend of Athletics Director 
Wood Selig, suggested he look 
at the school. 
“I never even knew I had as 
many connections as I did until 
I got here,” Martin said. “Now 
it just seems to fit.”
Martin has already carved 
out his own niche on the tennis 
team as well. 
In October, he made his 
way to the final round of the 
Louisville Invitational before 
falling to champion Nutthavit 
Likitkumchorn of Toledo. 
No unseeded player has ever 
reached the finals of that event 
in its history.
“The first two tournaments 
we had, I was really nervous,” 
Martin said. “But before 
Louisville, I kind of felt like 
I was starting to fit in, not just 
socially, but skill-wise.”
Senior Chad True said 
Martin’s pres-
ence has already 
improved the team 
as a whole.
“Not only is he 
getting better, but 
he’s helping the 
rest of the team 
get better,” he said. 
“Playing with the 
same guys every 
year, it gets kind of 
repetitive in prac-
tice. It’s nice to 
have some new guys around.”
Martin, an Oxford, Miss. 
native, said he’s been able to 
adjust to college life because of 
his unique high school career.
Martin attended North 
Delta Academy until his junior 
year, when his tennis sched-
ule began to invade on school 
time. Martin then pursued his 
diploma through the University 
of Mississippi’s Independent 
Study High School. The unusu-
al approach allowed Martin to 
do schoolwork for several hours 
in the morning and then devote 
his afternoons to improving his 
tennis skills.
“I felt a lot more comfortable 
coming to school here because 
of it,” Martin said. “I got to see 
my friends whenever I wanted, 
but I definitely learned self-
discipline. I had to 
get myself up in 
the mornings and 
get my schoolwork 
done, but then I 
had all the time I 
needed for tennis.”
Martin said his 
goals in college 
aren’t different 




everyone wants to be the best,” 
he said. “I just want to be the 
best student-athlete I can be.”
The Toppers begin their 
spring season on Friday at 
1 p.m. at the University of 
Louisville. They will face 
Bellarmine University at 1 p.m. 
Saturday.  
Reach Sarah Hyman 
at sports@chherald.com.
 
The Western track and field 
teams have agreed to temporar-
ily split up after less than two 
months of competition. Though 
with this type of split, the team 
has the same goal in mind.
“Splitting up the two teams 
this weekend will allow for all 
athletes and events groups to 
get the maximum amount of 
benefit,” coach Erik Jenkins 
said.
Part of the men and wom-
en’s track and field teams will 
go to the Indiana Relays in 
Bloomington, Ind., while the 
rest of the roster will head to 
the Rod McCravy Invitational 
in Lexington.
Jenkins said a majority of 
the throwers and distance run-
ners will head to Bloomington, 
while the jumpers and sprinters 
will go to Lexington.
Jenkins also said splitting the 
teams is a common occurrence 
in track and field. Western did 
it three times last season, and 
is scheduled to do it four times 
this year during the indoor and 
outdoor seasons.
Sophomore Kellie Morrison 
said that when teams split up, it 
has potential benefits for indi-
vidual athletes.
“I feel like a smaller group 
makes you more focused on 
your events and what the goals 
are for that meet,” Morrison 
said. 
Last season at the Indiana 
Relays, Western had a total of 
24 top-ten finishes overall.
Junior Sarah Lambrecht 
said that splitting up also 
strengthens the team as a 
whole.
“Our throws coach 
[Craig Morehead] will be at 
[Kentucky] instead of Indiana 
where I will be,” Lambrecht 
said. “So therefore we have to 
rely more on our teammates 
and ourselves to figure out if 
we’ve done something wrong 
and what we need to fix in 
order to compete better and 
up to the level we need to.”
The events will be a tune 
up for the Sun Belt Conference 
Indoor championships on Feb. 
23-24 in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Western athletes have posted 
the top finishes in the confer-
ence in eight events this indoor 
season, including men’s weight 
throw and shot put, the men’s 
4x400 relay, and the women’s 
3000-meters.
Taitt wins Sun Belt 
honors
Junior Matt Taitt was hon-
ored as a Sun Belt Conference 
field performer of the week on 
Tuesday.
Taitt swept the men’s throw-
ing events last weekend at the 
Middle Tennessee Classic, 
winning the weight throw with 
a distance of 54 feet and the 
shot put with a toss of 54-10.
This marks the second time 
Taitt has been named field per-
former of the week and the 
third Western athlete to be 
honored this season. Taitt and 
sophomore Terrill McCombs 
also got the honors on Jan. 14.
 




Breaking up is easy to 








Freshman Currie Martin gets some practice with his teammates yesterday afternoon at Total Fitness. 
Martin, an Oxford, Miss., native, was the first player to be unseeded and place in the Louisville 
Invitational Tournament on Oct. 12, 2007.
HERALD
“Try it with coffee and a recliner... mmm.”
ALTON STRUPP/HERALd
Paula Upright, associate athletic trainer, kneels down to tend to freshman forward, Anika Brown. 
Brown went down hard with an ankle injury in the first half of last night’s game with the visiting 
University of Arkansas Little Rock Trojans.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
The Lady Toppers lost a 
key cog late in the first half, 
after freshman forward Arnika 
Brown went down after tak-
ing a shot. She didn’t return to 
the game and her injury status 
wasn’t known at press time.
Brown is averaging 9.9 
points and 7.3 rebounds this 
season.
After Western went out to 
a 21-11 lead in the first half, 
UALR pulled back to within 
five on a last second jumper 
by sophomore guard Anshel 
Cooper and a 35-30 halftime 
score.
After halftime, Western went 
on a 17-0 run that lasted close to 
seven minutes to put the game 
out of reach.
“I was disappointed in the 
first six or seven minutes of the 
second half,” UALR coach Joe 
Foley said. “That was the ball 
game right there. Any time you 
start the second half like that, 
there’s no way you’re going to 
come back.”
Senior forward Crystal Kelly 
led the Lady Toppers with 18 
points and 13 boards, her 12th 
double-double of the season.
Also in double figures were 
sophomore guard Kenzie Rich 
with 12 points and Duck with 
10 points.
For UALR, Anshel led all 
scorers with 20 points and was 
the only Trojan to finish with 
double-figure points.
Western’s 15 turnovers 
marked the first time the Lady 
Toppers have committed less 
than 20 turnovers in the past 
four games.
Cowles said that is an area 
that still needs improvement.
“It was better,” she said. 
“Obviously our number was 
down from the last three games 
we’ve played. But 15 is at the 
high end of where we want our 
turnovers to be.”
The Lady Toppers return to 
the court against Denver at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday at Diddle Arena.
 




a team player, 
and we’re look-
ing for him to 
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Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, handicapped 
status, families with children, or any intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair Housing Council 








3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
Upstairs Apartment










Panama City Beach, Florida. 
Beachfront hotel with pool. 
Great Rooms, Great Rates! 
Very close to many area 
attractions including 
Spinnaker, and Club LaVela. 
Stay 6 nights, 7th night FREE! 
Mention code 42101 
for discount. Lollye on the 
Beach 1-888-565-5931.
 www.lollye.com
Note to Readers: The 
College Heights Herald 
screens ads for mislead-
ing or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any 
ad or claim. Please use 
caution when answer-
ing ads, especially when 
asked to send money 
or provide credit card 
information.
Earn $800-$3200 a month 
to drive brand new cars 





Injured in an auto accident or 
hurt at work? You may be eli-
gible to receive massage therapy 
treatments at no cost to you. We 




3 bdrm. duplexes in Waterpark 
area for rent. Very large bed-
rooms and closets. Washer and 
dryer included, 2 car garage, All 
utilities, electric. Brand new, 
ready to move in as of Feb. 1st.
$925/month. Please call 
270-782-1863 to view. 
4 bdrm. house for rent
Close to Campus. 













Runner needed for busy law 
office. Flexible hours. Call 
Bonnie 782-2760.$6 for first 15 words 
30¢ each word after.
Roommate Wanted






Want to place a 
classified ad?
Cabell Gardens Fall 2008
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 
2 or 3 bedroom $250 each. 












Local law office needs clerk on 
Tuesday and Thursday
8am-2pm. Call 782-6700 or fax 
resume to 782-3110.
All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center & 
Computer Lab! New hard-
wood! Sparkling Pool! 






Locally owned and operated. 
Book Flights, 
Resorts, Hotels, 




Need a roommate?? 
Or looking to be someone’s 
roommate??? Call today to 




Need to buy or sell your
 used or new 
textbooks??
Undercover Shoppers
Earn up to $150 per day. 
Undercover Shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining 
establishments. Exp. Not RE. 
Call 800-722-4791
••••••••••••••••••••
For Rent: Close to WKU
3 Bdrm., 2 Bath, 1 car garage. 
$800/month. 1 yr. lease refer-
ences. NO Pets. 2039 Wiltshire 
St. Call 270-779-8424.
# 1 Spring Break Website!
4 & 7 night trips to Bahama 
Party Cruise, Panama City, 
Acapulco, Cancun & more. 
Low prices guaranteed. 
Group discounts for 8+. 
Book 20 people, 
get 3 free trips! 





Call 270-467-0256 or apply in 




Ashley Campbell, Realtor® 792-3976
Each office is independently owned and operated
3 BR/1.5 BA, Hardwood Floors, Single 
Attached Garage, 2-Car Detached 
Garage, Spacious Utility Room, Excellent 
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Head coach Darrin Horn 
doesn’t see any concern though.
“He had 20 the other night, 
right?” Horn asked reporters. 
“He’s shooting it good enough.”
Brazelton doesn’t see a need 
to change his shot either.
“I really didn’t adjust,” 
Brazelton said. “To be honest 
I do the same thing I’ve been 
doing. It’s just a slump and I’ll 
be out of it soon.”
Brazelton and the Toppers 
will be seeing a defense from 
the Trojans who pressure the 
ball.  Horn compared the 
UALR defense to that of 
Southern Illinois. 
Arkansas State used a 2-
3 zone Sunday against the 
Toppers in the second half that 
slowed them down, and while 
Shields said he noticed, he 
didn’t think the Trojans would 
run much zone.
“We’re not a big zone team, 
we haven’t been in the past,” 
Shields said. “I just think you 
have to stay with what you do 
well and your foundation.”
Offensively, UALR is the 
epitome of a balanced team.
Senior guard Terrance Akins 
leads the team averaging nine 
points per game. Behind Akins, 
three Trojans average at least 
eight points per game, while 
junior forward Lekheythan 
Malone averages 5.2.
It’s very unique,” Horn said. 
“I don’t think I’ve seen a team 
this evenly balanced in terms 
of numbers without somebody 
that sticks out a little bit. In a 
lot of ways, that makes it even 
more difficult because there 
isn’t a person you can key on.”
Following tonight’s game, 
the Toppers end their three-
game home stretch against 
Denver at 7 p.m. Saturday at 
Diddle Arena.
 
Reach Andrew Robinson 
at sports@chherald.com.
Turnover
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
Perry will make her debut 
on Feb. 14 in Tempe, Ariz., 
against Arizona State, the 
preseason No. 2-ranked team 
in the nation according to 
the ESPN.com/USA Softball 
Collegiate Preseason Top 25 
Poll. Games against perennial 
powerhouses Mississippi State, 
No. 24-ranked Louisiana-
Lafayette and Florida Atlantic 
also highlight the team’s non-
conference and conference 
schedule.
The coaches of the Sun Belt 
predicted the Lady Toppers to 
finish fourth in the conference 
behind defending conference 
champion Florida Atlantic, 
Louisiana-Lafayette and Troy. 
Perry uses an aggressive 
offensive style which will 
focus on bunting, slapping and 
the hit-and-run.
“We will try to manufacture 
runs early and try to open up 
and create space after that,” 
Perry said.
Pitching coach Bonnie 
Bynum and assistant coach 
Auriel Jenkins are also a part 
of the new coaching staff.
The team has been practicing 
since Jan. 21 and has just over 
two weeks to prepare for the 
season opener and to adjust to 
the new coaching staff.
According to Kempf, Perry 
is very respected among the 
team. She runs practices 
efficiently and has a lot of 
excitement.
“We can be as good as 
we want to be, and it will be 
exciting to see how it turns 
out.” Kempf said.
Reach Corey Ogburn 
at sports@chherald.com.
TalenT 
Take just a minute to mull 
over the undefeated seasons in 
sports.
The 1972 Miami Dolphins 
(17-0) accomplished the NFL’s 
only undefeated season, and the 
New England Patriots (18-0) 
hope to join their 
ranks Sunday with 
a win in the Super 
Bowl.
The 1976 squad 
from Indiana holds 





have seen several 
college football 
teams end their 
season undefeated, 
most recently Boise 
State in 2006.
But when you 
turn your thoughts 
to swimming, does 
Western men’s 
team even cross 
your mind?
With a combined record of 
25-0 in dual meets since head 
coach Bruce Marchionda took 
over before the 2005-2006 sea-
son, they have made a case for it.
“Once you get a tradition 
going, the kids don’t want to let 
you down,” former head coach 
Bill Powell said. After 36 years 
in charge, Powell now serves as 
an assistant coach on the team.
In Powell’s first season as 
head coach of the Toppers, 
1969-70, the team ended with a 
3-4 record, includ-
ing a one-point loss 
to Tennessee State 
that year.
”We were really 
just an intramural 
team back then,” 
Powell said. “We 
started from noth-
ing, but then we just 
kept winning.”
Since the chang-
ing of the guard 
as head coach, the 
Toppers have won 
two consecutive 
Sun Belt titles, add-
ing the conference 
championship they 
won in Powell’s 
last season in 2004-
2005.
”It’s a big tradition,” fresh-
man Nick Slattery said of the 
winning streak. “It means a lot 
to the team, and it helps bring 
in recruits too.”
They hope to extend their 
winning streak to 26 dual meets 
when they face Louisville 
today.
Marchionda said that it’s 
helped to be able to tell recruits 
about Western’s stretch of win-
ning seasons.
“Success breeds success,” he 
said. “We’re able to attract bet-
ter athletes, and when we’re 
successful with them, we attract 
even more athletes.”
The women’s team has near-
ly mirrored the men’s since its 
inception in 1997. Though they 
had a 5-7-1 record in their inau-
gural season, the Lady Toppers 
haven’t had a losing season 
since.  
In fact, other than the 2002-
2003 season, the women haven’t 
lost more than one meet in a sea-
son since their first year of action.
”It took a lot of hard work,” 
Powell said of the string of 
winning seasons. “And now, 
as an assistant, I’m still able to 
enjoy it.”
The Toppers and Lady 
Toppers will finish their reg-
ular season at 6 p.m. today 
in Louisville at Ralph Wright 
Natatorium.
 
Reach Sarah Hyman 
at sports@chherald.com.
25-0 and counting, 
Tops keep the streak 











ful with them, 



















Swimming at Louisville, 6 
p.m.
Men’s basketball vs. 
Arkansas-Little Rock, 7 p.m., 
Diddle Arena
▼ Friday
Track and Field at the Indiana 
Relays, Bloomington, Ind.
Track and Field at Rod 
McCravy Invitational, 
Lexington.
Men’s tennis at Louisville, 1 
p.m.
Thomas named Sun 
Belt diver of the week
 Peyton Thomas was named 
the Sun Belt Conference Diver 
of the Week yesterday.
The sophomore from 
Lubbock, Texas won both the 
one-meter and three-meter 
dive events against Southern 
Illinois on Saturday in the 
Toppers’ and Lady Toppers’ 
sweep of the Salukis. Thomas 
won the one-meter by just 
under 30 points, scoring 
281.70. Thomas also won the 
three-meter dive event with a 
score of 283.58. He currently 
holds the third-best time in the 
conference in both events.
Both the Hilltoppers and 
Lady Toppers will be back 
in action for their last dual 




Track and Field at the Indiana 
Relays, Bloomington, Ind.
Track and Field at Rod 
McCravy Invitational, 
Lexington.
Women’s basketball vs. 
Denver, 3 p.m., Diddle Arena
Men’s basketball vs. Denver, 
7 p.m., Diddle Arena
Women’s tennis at 
Chattanooga, 1 p.m.
Men’s tennis at Bellarmine, 
1 p.m.
 
Senior guard Tyrone 
Brazelton has one simple 
goal when Western hosts 
Arkansas Little Rock tonight 
at Diddle Arena — not to 
turn the ball over 11 times.
Brazelton had 11 turn-
overs in Western’s 71-69 
loss to UALR a season ago.
Having senior guard 
Courtney Lee healthy for 
this year’s contest against 
the Trojans will also make a 
difference.
“We were without 
Courtney, so we were at a bit 
of a disadvantage,” Brazelton 
said of Lee missing the 2007 
game with an injury.
UALR coach Steve 
Shields remembers the 
absence of Lee differently.
“That was a big, big plus,” 
Shields said with a smile. “Is 
there any chance he may not 
play (tonight)?” Shields said 
as he laughed.
The advantage of having 
Lee will be there for the 
Toppers.
Not only that, but Lee 
comes off a career-high 33-
point game in the Toppers’ 
victory over Arkansas State on 
Sunday.
“Any time you’ve got a 
big-time player and a player 
of his caliber to help you out,” 
Brazelton said. “I mean, he’s 
a big reason for our success. 
When you’ve got a player 
like him, everything is going 
to be easier.”
Though Brazelton leads 
the team with a 42.9 three-
point percentage, he has 
slumped lately, going just 1-
16 from beyond the arc in the 
last three games.
Brazelton hopes 






A blend of old and new 
should make for an exciting 
recipe for the Lady Toppers 
softball team this year.
First-year head coach Tyra 
Perry takes over a team that lost 
only two players from last season, 
and returns with its top players 
both at the plate and in the circle.
“I think a team should repre-
sent its coach,” Perry said. “We 
represent Western, Dr. Ransdell, 
Dr. Selig, and we want to do 
that in a positive way.”
The former Birmingham 
Southern coach inherits a team 
that finished last season with a 
30-32 record.
The team is already repre-
senting Western in a positive 
fashion.
Junior third baseman Rebecca 
Horesky and sophomore catcher 
Rachelle Boucher were both 
named to the 2008 preseason 
all-conference team and junior 
pitcher Jennifer Kempf, in 
addition to also making the all-
conference team, was named the 
preseason pitcher of the year in 
New coach, same talent as 
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the Sun Belt Conference.
Kempf will anchor the 
pitching staff, which will be 
strong on experience, with the 
help of junior pitcher Ryan 
Rogge. The two combined to 
pitch 61 of the 62 games last 
year.
Boucher and Horesky return 
as the big bats for the Lady 
Toppers. Last season, Boucher 
led the team with a .351 batting 
average and 68 hits as a freshman. 
Horesky led Western in home 
runs with seven and slugging 
percentage (.508).
ALTON STRUPP/HERALD
Sophomore guard Kenzie Rich lays the ball up while her teammates and visiting UALR players look on. Rich slashed and penetrated the Trojan defense throughout last 
night’s game, scoring 12 points and handing out five assists in the 63-49 victory.
AARON BORTON/HERALD
Ashley Contreras prepares to field a softball during practice yes-





Swim Team continues 
unblemished success.   
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Much to their surprise, the Lady Toppers found 
themselves ‘in the zone’ last night.
Relying heavily on a rarely-used zone defense, 
the Lady Toppers defeated Arkansas Little Rock 
63-49 last night at Diddle Arena.
“We knew we were going to go to it, but I 
didn’t know we were going to go to it as much,” 
junior forward Dominique Duck said.
Head coach Mary Taylor Cowles said this was an 
opportune time to switch to a zone defense, which 
they haven’t used at length since December.
“Our staff really felt like we have the right 
personnel to throw some zone out there,” Cowles 
said. “I was a little cautious, but our young ladies 
have just really bought into it.”
Western (17-5, 10-0 Sun Belt Conference East 
Division) extended its win streak to 11 games and 
remains undefeated in Sun Belt Conference play.
The Lady Toppers’ defense set the tone for 
the game, forcing the Trojans (16-6, 7-3 SBC) 
to shoot 37.7 percent from the floor and hold-
ing senior forward Nikya Hughes, the team’s top 
scorer, to zero points on 0-for-6 shooting.
UALR is no stranger to stifling defense. They 
lead the conference in scoring defense and oppo-
nent field goal percentage, allowing only 51 
points and a .361 clip per game.
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter
Lady Tops use defense to take down TrojansZoning in
S e e  Z O N i N G ,  p a g e  1 2
